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NOTES FOR O:NEHAL BALMER TO USE IN DISCUSSING
MATTLR OF US "HILITARY MIUSION® IN GUATIHALA,
WITH CEMERAL ERSKINE.

K 1.8. aRALly

1. For the second time within five days we have heard indirectly
from Mr.[C. —that there is the most gerious concern in the Office of
the Under JSeccetary of Defense with regard to the continuation im
Oustemala of the small group of US officers presently there. (The ’
mmber is consisting of Army and Adr Force.) It
hes been sEaed That the Defense Dopartment and/Gr ATmy have been
challenged concerning this by “someone on Capitol Hill.®

' - 2, No further specifics being availabls %o us, we can enly
assume that this matter relates in some way to the article which
appeared some time ago in the New York JOURNAT. AMERICAN and which
intimated that Senator MoCarthy might be considering an attack on
the Army in this conneciion. :

3, It will be recalled that within a matter of hours after we
noticed this article, we brought it to the attention of Genersl
Erskine and that we aleo took this up immediately st s high level in
the State Department. Ye have praviously raported to Oenersl Erskine
that we hoped the matter would not be raissd om Capitol Hill. General
Zrsking should know that the basis of cur *hepe® in this conneotion
was an immediate action by & high level State Depsrtment personage, who
took steps to gee that it would not be raised and who reported back to
us that hie mission hsd baen succesaful. _ :

L., It should be borne in mind thet the basic questlon as to whether
or not the s=all military group ehould be withdrawn from Cuatemals and,
if s0, at what tine, has received very high level ccneideration in the
State Depsriment as well &s in CIA, and that it was discussed & long
time ago with CGeneral Eraskine by Mr. Wismer. The metter was apain re-
viewed by State and CIA following the appearance of the newspaper article
and the US Ambassador to Uustemala was brought into the discussion, He
acknowledged that he had recommended the retention of the militery group
and he and the other State Department people concermed were of the
opinicn that it would be prematurs st the present time to withdraw the
group.
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S, Vhen we heard again (this time via Mr. Radius in State) that
the Office of the Under Saecretary of Defense was still very concerned
abaut thig matter, Mr. Dulles called Under Secretary Anderson and told
him in guarded language that if this matier were to be brought to his
attention it had s lot of background and had been carefully thought
out at very high levels. MHr. Dulles suggested to Under Secrstary
Anderson that no precipitous decieion be taken with regard to the pos-
gible withdrawal of the group from OCuatemals and that there be a dig-
cuseion betwecn himself and Mr, Anderson prior to any decislion, at
which time Mr, Anderson could be more fully filled in on the detalle
of the entire matter. Under Secretary Anderson did not appear to be
concerned and in any event sccepted the suggestim of Hr. Duvlles.
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